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The powder In fhot, being dilated into fuch a flame as cn- 
dureth not compreffon * moveth like wife in round, the flame 
being in the nature of a liquid body, fometimes recoiling. 

Bacon’s Natural Hi/lory. 
Tears are the erfedfs of the comprejjion of the moifture of 
the brain, upon dilatation of the fpirits. Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. 

He that fhall find out an hypothefis, by which water may 
be fo rare, and yet not be capable of compreffon by force, 
may doubtlefs, by the fame hypothefis, make gold and water, 
and all other bodies, as much rarer as he pleafes ; fo that light 
may find a ready paflage through transparent fubftances. Newt. 
Lompre'ssure. n f [from comp refs. ] The adt or force of the 
body prefling againft another. 

W e tried whether heat would, notwithftanding fo forcible 
a cojnprefjure , dilate it. Boyle s Spring of the Air. 

To Compri'nt. v. n. [ comprimere , Latin.] 

The word properly Signifies to print together; but it is 
commonly taken, in law, for the deceitful printing of another’s 
copy or book, to the prejudice of the rightful proprietor. 

Phillips s World of Words . 
To Comprise, v. a. [compfendre compris, French ] To con- 
tain ; to comprehend ; to include. 

T he neceflity of fhortnefs caufeth men to cut off imperti- 
nent difeourfes, and to comprife much matter in few words. 

Hooker, b. v. fcSt. 37. 
Do they not, under dodrine, comprehend the fame that we 
intend by matters of faith ? Do not they, under difciplinc, 
comprife the regimen of the church ? Hooker , b. iii. f 3. 

’Tis the polluted love that multiplies; 

But friendfhip does two fouls in one comprife. Rofcommon. 
Comprob aTion. n.f [ comprobo , Latin.] Proof; atteftation. 
That is only efteemed a legal teflimony which receives corn- 
probation from the mouths of at leaft two witnefles. Brown. 
COMPROMISE, n.f [ comp romijfum, Latin.] 

1 . Compromife is a mutual promife of two or more parties at dif- 

ference, to refer the ending of their controverfies to the arbi- 
trement or equity of one or more arbitrators. Cowel. 

2. A compadt or bargain, in which fome conceflions are made 
on each fide. 

Wars have not wafted it; for warr’d he hath not; 

But bafely yielded, upon compromife , 

That which his anceftors atchiev’d with blows. Sb. Rich. IL 
To Compromise, v. a. [from the noun.] 
j. To compound ; to adjuft a compact by mutual conceflions ; 

as, they compromifed the affair at a middle rate. 

2 . In Shakcfpeare it means, unufually, to accord ; to agree. 
Laban and himfelf were compromis’d , 

That all the yearlings, which were ftreak’d and pied, 

Should fall as Jacob’s hire. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 
Compromisso'rial. adj. [from compromife.'] Relating to a 
compromife. 

CoMprovi'ncial. n. f. [from con and provincial] Belonging 
to the fame province. 

At the confecration of an archbifhop, all his comprovincial 
ought to give their attendance. Ayliffes Parergon. 

COMPT. n.f [compte, Fr. computus , Lat.] Account; com- 
putation ; reckoning. 

Your fervants ever 

Have theirs, themfelves, and what is theirs, in compt. 

To make their audit at your highnefs* pleafure. 

Still to return your own. Shakefp. King John. 

To Compt. v. a. [ compter , French.] To compute; to num- 
ber. We now ufe To Count, which fee. 

Co'mptiele. adj. [from compt.] Accountable; refponfible ; 
ready to give account ; fubjedt ; fubmiflive. 

Good beauties, let me fuftain my fcorn ; I am very comptible 
even to the leaft finifter ufage. Shakefp. 

To COMPTRO'LL. V. a. [This word is written by fome 
authors, who did not attend to the etymology, for controll ; 
and fome of its, derivatives are written in the fame manner.] 
To controll ; to over-rule ; to oppofe. 

Comptroller, n.f. [from comptroll.] Diredtor; fupervifor; 
fuperior intendent ; governour. 

This night he makes a fupper, and a great one. 

To many lords and ladies : 

1 was fpoke too, with Sir Henry Guilford, 

'This night to be comptrollers. Shakef. Henry VIII. 

The comptrollers of vulgar opinions pretend to And out fuch 
a fimilitude in fome kind of baboons. Temple. 

My fates permit me not from hence to fly ; ^ 

Nor he, the great comptroller of the Iky. Drydcn’s JEneis. 
ComptroLlersh 1 p. n. f [from comptroller.] Superinten- 
dence. 

The rf ayle for ftannery-caufes is annexed to the comptroller- 
jjjlp & Carew’s Survey of Cornwal. 

CoMPu'lsatively. adv. [from compulfatory.] With force; 

by conftraint. , Clanjja. 

CoMpu'LsAtory. n.f [from conipulfor , Latin.] Having the 
force of compelling ; coadlive. 

Which is no other 

But tp recover from us by ftrong hand* 
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And terms compulfatory , thofe ’fbrefaid lands 

So by his father loft. Shakef eare's Harriet. 

CoMPU lsion. n.f [ compulfo , Latin.] 

1. 1 he ad of compelling to fomething; force ; violence of the 

onr/anfo 



agents. 


If reafons were as plenty as blackberries, I would <ri ve no 
man a reaion on comfulfnn. Sbakefpeares Henry IV. p. j. 

Thoughts, whither have ye led me ! with that fweet^ 
Ccmpulfon thus tranfported. Milton’s Paradife Lojt , b. i x . 

Such fweet compulfon doth in muftek lye, 

To lull the daughters of neceflity. Milton 

2. The ftate of being compelled; violence fuftered. 

Compulfon is in an agent capable of volition, when the 
beginning or continuation of any adion is contrary to the 
preference of his mind. ' 

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear. 

With what compulfon and laborious flight 
We funk thus low ? Milton’s Paradife Lof , b. ii 1. g 0 . 
This faculty is free from compulfon , and lo fpontaneous, 
and free from determination by the particular objed. Hale. 

Poflibly there were others who aflifted Harold, partly out of 
fear and compulfon. Hale on Common Law. 

Com Pub. si v e. adj. [from compufcr , Fr. compuljus, Latin.] 
Having the power to compel ; forcible. 

I he Danube, vaft and deep. 

Supreme of rivers, to the frightful brink, 

Urg’d by compidfve arms, foon as they reach'd, 

New terror chill’d their veins. Phillips. 

The clergy would be glad to recover their dues by a more 
fliort and compulfv e method. Swift . 

CompuYsively. adv. [from compidfve.] By force; by vio- 
lence. 

CompuLsiveness. n.f. [from compulfve] Force; compulfion. 

CompuYsorily. adv. [from compulfory.] In a compulfory cr 
forcible manner ; by force ; by violence. 

To fay that the better deferver hath fuch right to govern, 
as he may compulfrily bring under the lefs worthy, is idle. Bac. 

Compu'lsoRY. adj. [ compulfcire , French.] Having the power 
of neceflitating or compelling. 

He erreth in this, to think that adions, proceeding from 
fear, are properly compulfory adions ; which, in truth, are not 
only voluntary, but free adions ; neither compelled, nor fo 
much as phyflcally neceflitated. Bramh. againf Hcbbs. 

Kindly it would be taken to comply with a patent, al- 
though not compulfory. Swift. 

COMPUNCTION, n.f [compondfion, Fr. from pungo pundtum , 
to prick, Latin.] 

1. The power of pricking; ftimulation; irritation. 

This is that acid and piercing fpirit, which, with fuch ac- 
tivity and compundlicn, invadeth the brains and noftrils of thofe 
that receive it. Brown’s Vulgar Err ours , b vi. c. iz. 

2 . The flate of being pricked by the confcience ; repentance ; 
contrition. 

He acknowledged his difloyalty to the king, with expreflions 
of great compunction. Clarendon. 

Compunctious, adj. [from compunction.] Repentant; forrow- 
ful ; tender. 

Stop up th’ accefs and paflage to remorfe, 

That no compunctious vifitings of nature 

Shake my fell purpofe. Shakcfpeare s Macbeth. 

Compu'nctive. adj. [from compunction.] Caufing remorfe. 

Compurg a / tion. n.f. [csmpurgaiio, Latin.] I he pradice of 
juftifying any man’s veracity by the teftimony of another. 

CompurgaTor. n.f [Latin.] One who bears his tefti- 
mony to the credibility of another. 

The next quarry, or chalk-pit, will give abundant attefta- 
tion : thefe are fo obvious, that I need not be far to feek lor a 
compurgator. JVoodward s Natural Hijloiy. 

Compu table, adj. [from compute.] Capable of being num- 
bered or computed. 

If, inftead of twenty-four letters, there were twenty-four 
millions, as thofe twenty-four millions are a finite number ; 
fo would all combinations thereof be finite, though not eafily 
computable by arithmetick. Hale's Origin ej Maneir.il 

Computation, n f. [from compute.] 

1. The act of reckoning; calculation. 

My princely father 

Then, by juft computation of the time, ^ 

Found that the ifiue was not his. Shakef. Richard liu 

2. The fum collected or fettled by calculation. 

We pafs for women of fifty: many additional yea# are 
thrown into female computations of this nature. Addif. Ginn auii. 

To COMPU'TE. v.a. [compute, Latin.] To reckon; to cal- 
culate; to number; to count. , 

Compute how much water would he requisite to lay tne 
earth under water. Burnet’s Theory of tne 'aitn. 

Where they did compute by weeks, yet ftill the year wa- 
meafured by months. . Holder on' in. > 

Alas ! not dazzled with their noon-tide ray, 

Compute the morn and ev’ning to the day; 

The whole amount of that enormous fame, 

A tale that blend* their glory with their fhame. fr 

Compute* 
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CompuTe. n.f. [computus, Lat.] Computation; ealculatiort. 
CompuTer. n.J. [from compute.] Reckoner; accountant; 
calculator. 

The kalendars of thefe computers , and the accounts of thefe 
days, are different. Brown s Vulgar Errours , b. vi. c. 4* 

I have known fome fuch ill computers, as to imagine the 
many millions in flocks fo much real wealth. Swift. 

Co'mputist. n.f. [ computife , Fr.] Calculator; one fkil’led 
in the art of numbers or computation. 

The treafurer was a wife man, and a Arid computift. Wotton. 
We conceive we have a year in three hundred and fixty-five 
days exad : computifs tell us, that we efcape fix hours. Brown. 
Co'Mrade. n f. [earner a de, Fr. from camera, a chamber, one 
that lodges in the fame chamber, contubernio fruitur.] 

1. One who dwells in the fame houfe or chamber. 

Rather I abjure all roofs, and chufe 
To be a comrade with the wolf and oWl. Shakefp. K, Lear. 

2 . A companion ; a partner in any labour of danger. 

He permitted them 

1 o put out both thine eyes, and fetter’d fend thee 
Into the common prifon, there to grind 
Among the flaves and afies, thy comrades. 

As good for nothing elfe. Milton s AgonifeC, l. 1 159. 

A footman, being newly married, defired his comrade to tell 
him freely what the town faid of it. Szvift. 

Con. A Latin infeparable prepofition, which, at the beginning 
of words, fignifies union or affociation ; as concourfe, a running 
together ; to convene , to come together. 

Con. [abbreviated from contra , againft, Lat.] A cant word for 
one who is on the negative fide of a queftion ; as the pros and 
cons. 

To CON. v. a. [connan. Sax. to know ; as in Chaucer, Old 
Wymen conven mochil thinge‘, that is. Old women have much 
knowledge.] 

1. To know. 

Of mufes, Hobbijiol, I cbiirie no fkill 
Enough to me to paint out nfy unreft. Spen fir’s Raf orals. 

2 . To ftudy ; to commit to memory; to fix In the mind. It is 
a word now little in ufe, except in ludicrous language. 

\ ou are full of pretty anfwers : have you not been ac- 
quainted with goldfmiths wives, arid conn’d them out of rings. 

* Shakefpcare’ s As you tile it. 
Here are your parts ; and I am to intreat you to con them 
by to-morrow night. Shakef. Midfummer Night’s Dream. 

Our underftanding cannot in this body arrive fo clearly to 
the knowledge of God, and things invifible, as by orderly 
conning over the vifible ahd inferior creatures. Milton. 

Shew it him written ; and, having the other alfo written in 
the paper, fhew him that, after he has conn'd the firft, and re- 
quire it of him. Holder’s Elements of Speech. 

I he books of which I’m chiefly fond. 

Art fuch as you have whilom conn’d. Prior. 

All this while John had conn d over fiich a catalogue of hard 
words, as were enough to conjure up the devil. Arbuthnot. 

3. To Con thanks ; an old expreflion for to thank. It is the 
fame with f avoir gre. 

>~p for ’ t5 In the nature he deIi vers it. Shak. 

Lo CONCAMERA 7 E. v.a. [concamero, Lat.] To arch 
over; to vault; to lay colicave over. 

. ° f the u PP er b <^, an inch and a half trinfifteth of One 
concamerated bone, bended downwards, and toothed as the 
oticr. Greiv’ s Mufeum. 

Uncame ra ti °n. n.f [from con earner ate.] Arch; vault. 
What a romance is the ftory of thofe impoflible concamera- 

° f f0l ‘ d ° rb$ ? Scepf. 

CONCATENATE, v.a. [from catena, Lat. a chain.l 
1 o link together ; to unite in a fucceflive order. 
Concatenation n.f [from concatenate.] A fefies of links • 
an uninterrupted unvariable fucceflion. * 

The ftoicks affirmed a fatal, unchangeable cMcatmatm 
of cau.es, reaching even to the elicit afts of man’s will. 

/- rr South’ S S tti CrtS . 

concave [fr ° m The a,ft of 

CONCA VE adj. [ concavus , Latin.] 

1. Hollow without angles; as, the inner furface of an e<™fl,ell 

the inner curve of an arch : o PP ofed to convex. ' 

e c great fragments falling hollow, inclofed under their 

2 . hXJ/ ace 3 great of air - Burmt ’ s rhtm y °f ,hi Ea >‘!>- 

Hav^e you not made an univerfal fhout, 

I hat I yber trembled underneath his banks, 

1 o hear the replication of your founds 
-Jade in his concave Lores ? Shakefpcare’ s Julius Cm far 

vered f ZT 7 “ '° Ve ’ 1 d ° think him as a 

Coxca'veness „ a /-Tf™;r ten T u Sl n hfp - As J " lik ‘ it - 

cokca'v.ty . » rUM conca T\ HHll , ow ; ners - D;a - 

L n /• f-j- L trom concave.] Interna furface o f n Kni 
low fphencal or fpheroidical body. 3 ho1 * 

fite' nice,, T* A keU tHe impre(res of thcfc that exam 

c»7T^L7 P rS% h w e hen °*'**«* a& in ;3; 

• Vol. I. 7 P he concamt ? of that mould with 
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greater exa&nefs than thefe flints do the concavities of 
fhelis, wherein they were moulded. JVoodw. Natural Hif or 
Concavo-concave, adj. Concave or hollow on both fides. 
CoNCA vo-convex. adj. [from concave and convex.] Concave 
one wav, and convex the other. 

I procured therefore another concavo-convex plate of glafs* 
ground on both lidcs to the fame fphere with the former pHte. 

Newton s Op ticks. 

A concavo-convex pentangular pi are, part of a ft j ell that be- 
longs to the entrochus. Woodward on Fojfh. 

CoTcavous. adj. [concavus, Latin.] Cbncave , hollow with*- 
out angles. 

CoTcavously. adv. [from toneavous.] With hollownefs ; in. 
fuch a manner as difeovers the internal lufface of a hollow 
fphere. 

The dolphin that carrieth Aridn is concaVouJly inverted, 
and hath its fpine deprefled. Brown’s Vulgar Errours , b. v. 
To CONCEAL, v.a. [concelo, Latin.] To hide; to keep" 
fecret ; not to divulge ; to cover; not to detedl. 

He oft’ finds med’eine, who his grief imparts ; 

But double griefs afflict concealing hearts. Fairy fhteen* l. h 
Come, Catefby, thou art fworn 
As deeply to effect what we intend, 

As elofely to conceal what We impart. Shakefp. Richard Ilf < 
Ulyflcs himfelf adds, he was the moft eloquent and the 
moft filent of men : he knew that a word fpoke never wrought 
fo much good as a word cone ceiled. Broome's Notes on the Odyffef 
There is but one way I knew of coriveriing fafely with all 
men, that is, not bv concealing what we fay or do, but by fay- 
ing or doing nothing that deferves to be concealed. Pope. 
Conce'alable. adj. [from conceal ] Capable of being con- 
cealed ; poflible to be kept fecret, or hid. 

Returning a lye unto his Maker, and prefuming to put off* 
the fearcher of hearts, he denied the cmnifciency of God, 
whereunto there is nothing concealable. Brown's Viilg. Errours « 
ConceAlednefs. n.f. [from conceal.] The ftate of being. 

concealed ; privacy; obfeurity. Didi. 

CoNceVler. n.f. [from, conceal.] He that conceals any thing. 
They were to undergo the penalty of forgery, and the eon* 
cealer of the crime was equally guilty. 

Concealment, n.f. [from conceal.] 

1. The a£t of hiding; feCrefy. 

She never told her love; 

But let concealment , like a worm in the bud, 

Feed on her damafk cheek. Shakefpcare’ s Twelfth Night, 

He is a worthy gentleman. 

Exceedingly well read, and profited 
In ftrange concealments. Shakef ware’s Henry IV. p. [. 

f Though few own fuch fentiments, yet this concealment da- 
tives rather from the fear of man than of any Being above. 

. Glanvi lie’s Scepf Preface. 

2 . The ftate of being hid ; privacy; delitefcence. 

A perfon of great abilities is zealous for the good of man-* 
kind, and as folicitous for the concealment as the performance 
of illuftrious actions. Addifon’s Freeholder, N°. 33. 

3. Hiding place; retreat; cover; fhelter. 

I he choice of this holy name, as the moft effedfual conceal- 
merit of a wicked defign, fuppofes ‘mankind fatisfied that no- 
thing but what is juft is directed by the principles of it. Rogers. 

The cleft tree 

Offers its kind, concealment to a few ; 

„ MfTTT 5 infeas * a,,d its mofs their lefts. thmfa. 

To CONCE'DE. V. a. [anted,, Latin.] To yield ; to admit - 
to grant ; to let pafs undiluted. * 

i his muft not be conceded without limitation. Bode 

The atheift, if you do but concede to him that fortune may 
be an agent, doth prefume himfelf fafe and invulnerable. 

rnTsjrj^rr ,, r r . Bentleys Sermons. 

UUNUE1T. n.f [concept , French ; conce/tus, Latin.] 

1. Conception ; thought; idea; image in the mind. 

Here the very fhepherds have their fancies lifted to fo hi»h 

Z nC£ltS ’ f - the lcamed of ot ter nations are content both ?o 
borrow their names and imitate their cunning. Sidnev 

Impoflible it was, that ever their will ftiould change or in-* 
dine to remit any part, of their duty, without fome obie& 
having force to avert their c nceit from God. Hooker b i 
Ims grace looks chearfully and fmooth this morning* 

I here s fome conceit, or other, likes him well, 

VV hen that lie bids good-morrow with fuch fpirit. Shakefp 
In laughing there ever precedeth a conceit of fomewhat ridi- 

2 nnr^ an l theref0re r lt IS P,r>pCr C ° mari ‘ Ba ™ n ' s Hid 

2. Underftanding; readinefs ot apprehenfion. ^ * 

low often, alas ! did her eyes fay unto me, that thev loved ? 

«£S satvjs vtsvas, jrr 
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